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INTRODUCTION DEAR PARENTS, CARERS AND SCHOOL COMMUNITY MEMBERS
It is my pleasure to present to you the Bertram Primary School 2021 Annual School Report. 

2021 was a return to semi regular processes and activities which provided a wealth of learning 
opportunities for our children and the wider school community.  Our thorough evidence based 
planning and review of strategies resulted in the development of a new 2021 – 2023 Business 
Plan to drive our next three years of strategic directions.  2021 was the first year of this plan 
and proved to be an excellent platform to support the link between our Business, Operational 
and Classroom planning.

School highlights across 2021 included:

• The school being acknowledged as a STEM Teacher Development School (TDS).

• The performances of our Interschool sporting teams.

• Ongoing successful NAPLAN results, especially in Year 5 Spelling.

• Continued commitment to implementing strategies to develop Aboriginal cultural 
awareness.

• Performances by the school choirs in a range of contexts.

• The success of Technologies and our Young ICT Explorer program that is supported by  
The Smith Family.

• Our annual Open Night and Visual Arts exhibition.

• Mrs Finnis being recognised as a Curriculum Support Teacher (CST).

• The work of the Buildings and Grounds’ Committee to ensure that our school campus 
continues to evolve as a safe, attractive and supportive learning environment.

I am sure through reading this document, you will gain an insight into the close working 
relationship that exists within our whole school community, in particular the School Board and 
our committed P & C Association.  

The dedication of our staff, students and families to sustain our success, in addition to the 
desire to continually improve ensures that we will continue to develop to be a highly effective 
school well into the future.

I trust that you find this report to be a practical and informative summary of our 2021 
school year.  Additional information can be found on the Department of Education’s 
‘Schools Online’ website at www.det.wa.edu.au/schoolsonline or the My School website at  
www.myschool.edu.au

Yours sincerely

Craig Ashby  B.Ed., M.Ed 
PRINCIPAL



 PAGE 2  |  BERTRAM PRIMARY SCHOOL ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORT 2021



BERTRAM PRIMARY SCHOOL ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORT 2021  |  PAGE 3

vava

OUR VISION

OUR BELIEFS

OUR SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY

At Bertram Primary School we believe in teaching the whole student. 
We believe in including all and valuing diversity. We have a collaborative 
approach to planning, learning and assessing. We believe in building a school 
environment that is responsive to the needs of students and community. 
(BPS Pedagogical Framework).

Bertram Primary is an Independent Public School catering for children from Kindergarten to 
Year 6 located south of Perth in the thriving suburb of Bertram.  Our school is committed 
to improving the educational outcomes of our children through positive engagement and a 
variety of learning opportunities.  With a focus on addressing the needs of each child and a 
whole school improvement process to support our ongoing staff development, our staff are 
encouraged to continually challenge themselves whilst implementing school expectations as 
outlined in our school planning documentation.  The range of expertise within the school staff 
provides a dynamic and evolving educational community. 

As a leading school in STEM we support other schools who may wish to implement this learning 
into their environments.  Our staff share their skills and knowledge and have the opportunity 
to develop themselves in these areas.  Bertram has been recognised as an Apple Distinguished 
School - one of only 400 across the world.  This recognition supports the BYO iPad program 
implemented across the school and recognises the high level of integrated curriculum based 
learning taking place in this space.  Our school embraces the use of technology in the classroom 
with many children from PP-6 bringing their own iPad to school each day.  Personal devices are 
supplemented with some school funded devices.  Kindergarten students have access to school 
funded devices. 

Our children enjoy a fully integrated kitchen and garden program in which they grow, nurture, 
harvest and prepare fruit and vegetables in a collaborative and skills-focused program, which 
assists them to develop an awareness of sustainability, healthy eating habits and the skills 
necessary to be successful in these areas.

 

ASPIRE
CONNECT

ENRICH

Our school community creates lifelong learners who aspire 
to achieve excellence through high expectations we set for 
ourselves and others.

We create a connected community of global citizens who 
embrace and value diversity.

We provide a supportive and inclusive environment that 
enriches genuine and meaningful opportunities for success.

ASPIRE

CONNECT

ENRICH

Our school vision is based around ACE – Aspire, Connect and Enrich..
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PROGRESS – ACHIEVEMENT OF BUSINESS PLAN  
2021 -2023 TARGETS

2021 – 2023 TARGETS SCHOOL PROGRESS ACHIEVED?

Match or exceed state average for regular 
attendance, P-6.

Attendance data not available N/A

Match or exceed state average attendance for 
Aboriginal students.

Attendance data not available N/A

Improve the school’s performance against 
Australian schools using the PAT Social-Emotional 
Wellbeing survey.

2021 – 116.2 (Bertram PS)

2021 – 120 (All Schools)

Yes

Improve parent, staff and student survey results 
while increasing the percentage of stakeholders 
responding to school surveys.

2021 Parent / Carer survey conducted Ongoing

Improve the school’s performance against Like 
Schools in all 2021 – 2024 NAPLAN assessments.

All 2021 NAPLAN results were within one standard 
deviation of expected performance.

Yes

Improve the school’s performance in the percentage 
of students who make Moderate to Very High 
progress from On Entry Literacy and Numeracy to 
Year 3 NAPLAN Reading and Numeracy.

2021 Yr 3 Reading – 61%

2021 Yr 3 Numeracy – 62%

Developing

Improve the school’s performance in the 
percentage of students who make Moderate to Very 
High progress in NAPLAN Reading, Numeracy and 
Writing from Year 3 to Year 5.

2021 Yr 5 Reading – 61%
2021 Yr 5 Numeracy – 61%

Developing
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LITERACY
Bertram PS has continued with a priority curriculum focus on Literacy in 2021.  Major strategies 
in Literacy included:

• Teachers continuing to use the West Australian Curriculum to plan assess and report.

• The on-going development and commitment to the Bertram PS whole school curriculum 
planning document.  

• The implementation of a wide range of class based strategies that included:

 − High Frequency Words.

 − Words Grammar Fun in Kindy and PP.

 − Heggerty Phonics Awareness in PP.

 − PM Benchmarks and Sparkle Kit assessment tools.

 − Letters and Sounds in PP and Year 1.

 − SoundWaves in Year 1-6.

 − Seven Steps to Writing Success in Year 3-6.

 − Talk for writing in PP-Year 2.

 − The consolidation of MacqLit as an intervention program in the middle years.

 − Book Week activities including the visiting spaceship writing prompt.

• Ongoing support for our EALD students.

• Integration of BYO iPads and school provided iPads to support learning across the 
curriculum.

• Various excursions and incursions including the National Simultaneous Story time event.

• A range of tutoring programs utilising community volunteers across the school including 
Story Dogs.

• The continued implementation of an Academic Extension program.

 
The following graphs compare Bertram PS NAPLAN literacy results to “like or similar” schools.  
“Like or Similar” schools are ranked according to their socio-economic index.  

STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT 

AND PROGRESS

DATA COLLECTION 

Reading Comparative Performance

NAPLAN comparative performance for reading has remained within one standard deviation of the expected school mean.

Reading
Performance Students

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2021 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2021

 Year 3   -0.7 -0.7 -0.7 0.4 -0.5 -0.7 102 109 115 116 119 110

 Year 5   -0.2 -0.1 -0.4 0.0 0.2 -0.1 81 97 110 91 92 106

Above Expected - more than one standard deviation above the predicted school mean 

Expected - within one standard deviation of the predicted school mean 

Below Expected - more than one standard deviation below the predicted school mean 

If blank, then no data available or number of students is less than 6
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Reading First Cut

Reading Performance

The First Cut data indicates Bertram Year 3 students demonstrating expected Achievement against Like Schools in 2021 except in 
Good Achievement levels.   Very High progress of On Entry to Year 3 NAPLAN is higher than Like Schools. 

Year 5 Reading Achievement data is similar to Like Schools.   Progress from Year 3 to Year 5 NAPLAN indicates a higher percentage 
of students achieving Very Low progress than Like Schools. 

TE
ST

 S
CO

RE

YEAR
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WRITING

Writing Comparative Performance

NAPLAN comparative performance for Year 3 and 5 has been within one standard deviation of the expected school mean, with the exception 
of Year 5 in 2015 when it was below expected and 2018 when it was above expected performance. 

2021 First Cut data for Year 3 Writing shows cause for concern as too many students achieved Limited or Satisfactory results.  2021 Year 5 
NAPLAN Writing indicates Achievement and Progress is close to or above Like Schools.   
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Writing First Cut
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NUMERACY
In 2021 Numeracy was also a school priority area.  The school continued to develop and utilise a whole of school approach to the delivery of 
the curriculum in this area.  Specific strategies in Numeracy in 2021 included:

• The continued use of the Bertram PS whole school curriculum planning document as a planning reference. 

• The implementation of the Back to Front Mathematics program.  This involved explicitly teaching problem solving and the associated 
strategies to deal with unfamiliar or complex problems.

• The purchase of an extensive array of hands-on materials including maths resource boxes to support student learning.

• The use of problem-solving work books for each student.

• Utilisation of NAPLAN based problems to support student readiness for NAPLAN.

DATA COLLECTION

Numeracy Comparative Performance

NAPLAN comparative performance for Year 3 and 5 has been within one standard deviation of the expected school mean, with the exception of 
2018 when the year 5 result was below expected performance.
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The Year 3 First Cut data shows a slightly higher number of students gained limited achievement whilst a higher percentage made 
Excellent Progress and a lower percentage made Limited Progress than Like Schools.

Year 5 First Cut data shows a higher number of students achieved a Limited result but a high number of students achieved an 
Excellent result.  The number of students who made High and Very High progress is below the like-school expectation.

NAPLAN First Cut

Year 3

Year 5
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INFORMATION, COMMUNICATION AND TECHNOLOGY (ICT)
Bertram Primary School continued to develop ICT resources and the infrastructure to ensure that our students have access to contemporary 
tools to assist learning.  This area of school life was led by Ms Laverty who ensured that we continued to be proactive as an Apple Distinguished 
School.  Specific strategies and highlights in this area of school included:

• Our continued accreditation as an Apple Distinguished School.

• The ongoing appointment of Ms Angela Laverty (Apple Distinguished Educator) as an ICT Lead Teacher to lead this area of school life – 0.2 
FTE.

• The use of student mentors as Genius Bar assistants.

• The increased provision of classroom devices across the school.

• The increased use of web based applications in classrooms.

• The ongoing development of our BYO iPad program across the school.  

• The ongoing participation in the joint venture with Apple Australia. 

TECHNOLOGIES
In 2021 Bertram PS became a Teacher Development School (TDS) in the area of STEM.  Mr Kyle Edmonds and Mrs Rebecca Chinnery continued 
to provide leadership for the implementation of the Technologies specialist area across the school.  Implemented strategies in 2021 included:

• TDS opportunities and the provision of professional sharing with other schools.

• Participation in the STEM Enterprise Schools Partner program.

• Provision of STEM professional learning workshops for all school staff.

• Technologies teachers have continued to participate in relevant professional learning.

• The ongoing purchase of Technologies resources and their storage across all year levels.

• The developed moderation of reporting processes with the SCSA standards.

• The successful participation of our school in the Young ICT Explorers program.

SCIENCE
Science was again a key learning area for our school with Mr Redman as primary Science specialist teacher.  There was a continued focus 
on the development and delivery of the Science curriculum which is aligned with the West Australian Curriculum.  The major strategies and 
highlights in Science have involved:

• The continued implementation of a Science specialist program.

• The relevant implementation of the WA Curriculum.

• The integration of Science across the curriculum with other STEM subjects.

• The engagement of the wider school community during special events.

• The communication of Science activities with the whole school staff by Mr Redman. 
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HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCE (HASS)
Last year teachers across the school implemented the West Australian Curriculum units and utilised the appropriate achievement standards in 
an integrated approach.  During 2021 teachers were again strongly engaged with the Aboriginal Cultural Standards Framework.

Highlights in 2021 included:

• An improved visual presence of the HASS skills and vocabulary in classrooms and activity areas.

• Development of the Culture Club at lunchtimes.

• Special Days were celebrated across the school year in a range of levels.

• Excursions to a range of significant places. 

• Our Gold Rush history activity.  

• An inclusive day to celebrate Harmony Day and NAIDOC Day.

• The appointment of our Aboriginal Islander Education Officer (AIEO).

• A strong commitment to utilising the Aboriginal Standards Curriculum framework which resulted in a number of key activities:

 − Encouragement of fathers and male caregivers of Aboriginal children to participate in Shed Nights.

 − Additional planting and signage in the Aboriginal Bush Garden.

 − Aboriginal sand art activities.

 − The continued purchase of multicultural teacher resources.

 − Clontarf Academy students performing on NAIDOC day.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education continued to be a specialist subject in 2021 with Mr Myers and Ms Campbell teaching this area of the curriculum.  Ms 
Katherine Weir provided leadership with the Health and Student Well-Being curriculum.

All students in Years K-6 participated in the appropriate level of physical activity each week, in line with the Public Schools’ policy.  Our 
children also participated in a wide range of activities that included sporting and leisure activities.  In 2021 our children had the opportunity 
to participate in the Interschool Swimming Carnival again.  Particular highlights for 2021 included:

• Winning the Interschool Athletics Carnival.

• Successful interschool team performances at cricket, volleyball, AFL, netball, soccer and cross-country running.

• Utilisation of the national Sporting Schools program to fund in-school coaching

• Participation in the SEDA football and netball clinics.

• The facilitation of the training and Runners’ Club running program before school.

• A high level of participation of children in In-Term Swimming lessons.

• The consolidation of Shed Night to allow fathers to connect with their children.

• Participation in the Kiddo and FMS program.

In Health:

• The school continued to successfully implement the Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) program.

• Staff consolidated the implementation of the PATHS program.

• Protective Behaviours was taught across all year levels.

• Students participated in the PAT SEW testing.

• The school-wide participation in R U OK Day. 
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THE ARTS

VISUAL ARTS
In 2021 Visual Arts was taught by specialist teachers in PP-Year 2 and classroom teachers in Year 3-6.  Our work in this area included:

• Displays of student work in the school’s reception.

• A lunch-time art class was available to students.

• A whole school art exhibition during Open Night.

• An integrated Art program within HASS / NAIDOC Week celebration.

• Media arts were integrated across the learning areas.

• Art Boxes were provided to each phase for use across the school. 

PERFORMING ARTS 
Students in Years 3 to 6 benefited from choir opportunities taught by Ms Joy Cheong and Mr Charles Wickham.  Highlights in 2021 included:

• School wide participation in Edu Dance.

• Choir participation in One Big Voice and the WA Government Schools Music Society (WAGSMS) event.

• Instrumental music lessons were made available to families via PMI.

• Whole school singing at assemblies to complement the Positive Behaviour Support program. 

LANGUAGES 
In 2021 our Languages program was Indonesian.  The Year 3 to Year 6 students participated in a vibrant and contemporary Indonesian 
language and culture program under the specialist instruction of Ibu Cook and Pak Sweetman.  Specific highlights during 2021 included:

• Celebrating Harmony Day.

• Acknowledging Indonesia Day (Hari Indonesia).

• Indonesian School Based activities and excursions such as the visiting puppet show and the Asian rainforest at the Perth Zoo.  

• Participating in network events such as Big Day Out and Ketawa workshops.

• Indonesian cultural integration at Sports days and Open Night.

• A visit by soccer player Robbie Gaspar.
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STUDENT 
ENGAGEMENT, 

BEHAVIOUR  
AND  

ATTENDANCE

During 2021 Mrs Stott led the school’s Student Services team to support students in a wide 
range of areas.  This work was also supplemented by the implementation and teaching of a 
set of behaviour expectations via the school’s Positive Behaviour Support team led by Mr 
Sweetman.  Other work in this area has included:

• The continued whole school commitment to the implementation of Kagan Structures.  This 
involved utilising instructional strategies to promote cooperation and communication in the 
classroom, boost students’ confidence, and retain their interest in classroom interaction.

• The on-going communication to targeted families regarding appropriate attendance.

• The whole school implementation of the 1-2-3 Magic behaviour management program.

• The implementation of a range of incentives for positive student behaviour.

• The extensive use of school support staff to support children with Individual and Group 
Education plans.

• Provision of on-going professional learning for teachers of students with special needs.

• The ongoing utilisation of the expertise of the School Psychologist and the School Chaplain 
across the school.

Semester 2 Student Numbers

YEAR

N
U

M
BE

R 
OF

 S
TU

DE
N

TS

Social and Emotional Wellbeing Summary

Bertram Primary School has demonstrated an improved performance in the difference of our mean Social and Emotional Wellbeing Score 
compared to results of all Australian schools from 2020 to 2021 (-4.2 to -3.8, with a 0.4 improvement in mean score).

Student numbers – trends (excluding Kindergarten & PP) Student suspensions
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION
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PARENT SURVEY
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